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Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 
November 13, 2014 
ARKU 507-508 
 
Members Present: Brittany Acuff, Stephanie Adams, Denise Bignar, Stephanie Bukoski-Smith, Donna 
Carter, Blake Chapman, Stacey Clay, Laura Cochran, J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz, Lonnie Deavens, Cosmo 
Denger, Shannon Dere, Stephanie Freedle, Lisa Frye, Marweta Haegele, Hershel Hartford, Roy Hatcher, 
Jeremy McAtee, Cindy Morley, Eva Owens, Autumn Parker, Mary Skinner, Eric Specking, Elon Turner, 
Lisa Turner, Teresa Waddell, Trish Watkins 
 
Members Absent: Barbara Abercrombie, Christopher Frala, Nicole Green, Derrick Hartberger, Ryan 
Miller 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Trish Watkins at 9:30am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
III. Employees of the Quarter – Denise Bignar; Denise recognized the Employee of the First Quarter 
recipients. 
IV. Roll Call – Roy Hatcher 
V. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the meeting minutes as presented. 
VI. Transit and Parking – Gary Smith; 
a. Gary gave Staff Senate information on Transit and Parking’s budget. 
b. The department did a transportation survey by doing parking lot counts.  There are 
currently 13,614 parking spaces available on campus.  There was a survey to conduct how 
many parking spaces were available on two separate days during the time when campus 
is full.  There were 4,109 empty spaces.  The Department is suggesting that maybe there 
is not a parking issue but more of inconvenience issue. 
c. Transit and Parking Committee will meet next Thursday to discuss requiring permits for 
later in the evening on campus up until 8pm or 10pm.  There are 600-800 vehicles on 
campus during the evening with no parking permits.  
 
VII.  Committee Reports 
a. Awards – Mary Skinner; The Part-Time Employee Award recipient will be announced in 
the December meeting. 
b. Finance – Eric Specking; Eric gave Staff Senate a report on the budget. 
c. Internal Affairs – J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz;  
i. The Can Good Food Drive will end in December and the Committee will give all 
the donations to The Full Circle Pantry. 
ii. The Committee is putting together a Holiday Gift Program.  This program will be 
similar to the Angel Tree Program.  The Holiday Gift Program is currently being 
reviewed by Tax Compliance officer in Washington, DC. The Committee is hoping 
to receive a response in one week.  
iii. eVersity is a UA systems initiative to do an online program.  This will help the 
people of Arkansas get college degrees.  This program is currently being funded 
by money from campuses and universities in the University of Arkansas System.  
Both ASG and Faculty Senate sent a resolution against this University giving 
money to the online program and also for faculty to teach classes in the online 
program.  These resolutions will be presented to the Board of Trustees meeting 
today.   The Committee asks for discussion on whether Staff Senate should do a 
resolution and present it at the Board of Trustees meeting.  After discussion, a 
motion was made, seconded, and failed to table this discussion until they got 
more information on the subject.  Another motion was made, seconded, and 
failed to write a resolution to have the Board of Trustees postpone any action on 
eVersity until any further information can be reviewed.  After discussion, a 
motion was made, seconded, and approved to have the Officers of the Staff 
Senate to write a memo to address the staff’s concern regarding eVersity and 
present it at today’s Board of Trustees meeting.  
VIII.  New Business 
a. Potential Treasurer’s Position – Eric Specking; Eric gave the 1st reading of the bylaws 
changes necessary for the creation of a Treasurer’s position and removal of the Finance 
Committee.  
IX.  Human Resources 
        a.    Open enrollment started November 1st and will end on December 1st. 
        b.    Catastrophic Leave Drive started November 1st and will end on November 26, 2014.     
X. Around the Senate 
Meeting Adjourned at 11:22am 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Angela Davis 
